
April 23, 2020

Honourable Devin Dreeshen
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of the Minister
Agriculture and Forestry
229 Legislature Building
10800 – 97 Avenue
Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6

Dear Minister Dreeshen,   

We want to thank you for your offer to support this industry in finding an economical way to get bees 
here from New Zealand or Australia.   

What we learned yesterday is that it would cost $1,000,000 to charter a 747, which has the capacity to 
bring back only 1,200 packages at $800/package.  Typically, a package costs somewhere between $100 - 
$200.   The industry is urgently in need of somewhere between 50,000 – 100,000 packages. 

Utilizing charters to transport packages of bees clearly is not an option.  

As an industry we must consider all options and weigh those options against the risk benefit of each.

If airlines or a temperature-controlled cargo plane would operate as “normal airlines” rather than as a 
charter – bringing bees in from Australia and/or New Zealand would become much more feasible 
option.

Nucleus hives will not become available domestically until June. Which is too late.

One untapped source would be to bring packages of bees to Alberta from the US by land through Coutts 
or by air to Calgary.    The industry is already bringing Queens out of northern California.  It is possible to 
bring packages in from the same area of Northern California.  There are packages available.



As we are sure you are aware, the border between the US and Canada was closed by CFIA to shipments 
of packaged bees in the 80s due to fear of mites.  That reason no longer exists.  This request for support 
is not without precedent, in the 1990s Alberta led the way on the importation of Queens from Hawaii 
and spearheaded the importation of Queens for Northern California.  In addition, in 2015 the Standing 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry recommended that: Health Canada and the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency amend the Honeybee Importation Prohibition Regulations, 2004 in order to allow
the importation of bee packages from the United States while developing additional methods and tools 
to improve the inspection of imported honey bee packages.  

Under these extraordinary and unprecedented circumstances, the Alberta Beekeepers Commission 
board has voted unanimously in support of opening the border between Alberta and Montana to allow 
packages of bees to be imported from the United States based on emergency registration under the 
current queen importation guidelines.  The packages would be shipped based on a strict set of 
conditions including from a designated source, and inspection upon arrival. 

The Commission board is aware, acknowledges and appreciates the concerns that have been raised 
within the Ministry in regard to bringing packages of bees in from Northern California.  The request for 
an emergency exemption is coming from producers, who as well as anyone, understand that the 
immediate benefit of this urgent request far outweighs any potential risk.

The Commission cannot overstate the urgency & time sensitive nature of this request.  Packages of Bees 
are needed here before mid May.   Queens are currently being shipped by ground. It would be a simple 
thing to add packages to those loads. 

Sincerely,

Jeremy Olthof – Tees Bees Inc., Tees 

Curtis Miedema – Miedema Honey Farm Inc., Barrhead 

Lorne Prins  – The Gull Lake Honey Company, Lacombe

 Bill Teermer – Moondance Honey Inc., Grande Prairie County

Grace Strom – Greidanus Joint Venture, High River

Rene Larocque – Westlock Honey Producers Inc., Busby

Bevan Ford – Lazy Bee Honey, Irma

Ryan Hicks – Hicks Honey Farms Ltd., McLennan

Ron Greidanus – Greidanus Honey Bee Farm, Stettler

CC: Minister Toews, MLA Loewen


